
Soil Related Policies in the UK (October 2022)

Policy drivers (1) Policy drivers (2) Post-Brexit agricultural 
strategies

Soil monitoring programmes Incentivisation schemes Soil related regulations 
(Water Framework 
Directive)

Soil related regulations 
(EU CAP cross 
compliance)

England 25 Year Environment 
Plan (2018)

The Environment 
Bill

Agriculture Bill Previous monitoring 
programmes (none current): 
National Soil Inventory (1983) 
(1995) and Countryside 
Survey (1978) (1998) (2007)
In development: Soil structure 
monitoring methodology and 
a soil health monitoring 
scheme

Environmental Land 
Management (ELM) 
schemes

Farming rules for water 
2018

The guide to cross 
compliance in England 
2023

Wales Well-being of Future 
Generations (Wales) 
Act (2015)

Environment 
(Wales) Act (2016)

Agriculture (Wales) Bill Environment and Rural Affairs 
Monitoring & Modelling 
Programme (ERAMMP) 

Sustainable Farming 
Scheme

The Water Resources 
(Control of Agricultural 
Pollution) (Wales) 
Regulations 2021 

Cross Compliance 2023

Scotland Scottish Biodiversity 
Strategy (2013)

Soil Framework 
(2009)

Agriculture Bill 
(consultation phase)

Soil Monitoring Action Plan Sustainable Farming The Water Environment 
(Controlled Activities) 
(Scotland) Regulations 
2011

Overview of the 
regulations in Scottish 
agriculture

Northern 
Ireland

Environment (NI) 
Order (2002)

Sustainable 
Agricultural Land 
Management 
Strategy (2016)

Brexit future 
agricultural policy

Soil Nutrient Health Scheme Future Agricultural Policy 
Framework

The Water Environment 
(Water Framework 
Directive) Regulations 
(Northern Ireland) 2017 

Northern Ireland Cross-
Compliance Verifiable 
Standards

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/25-year-environment-plan
https://bills.parliament.uk/bills/2593
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/landmark-agriculture-bill-becomes-law
https://hansard.parliament.uk/commons/2021-10-19/debates/21101972000015/SoilHealthActionPlanForEngland
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/environmental-land-management-schemes-overview
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/farming-rules-for-water-in-england
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cross-compliance-2023/cross-compliance-2023
https://www.futuregenerations.wales/about-us/future-generations-act/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/anaw/2016/3/contents/enacted
https://gov.wales/agriculture-wales-bill
https://erammp.wales/en
https://gov.wales/sites/default/files/publications/2021-09/sustainable-farming-scheme-co-design-future-farming_0.pdf
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/wsi/2021/77/made
https://www.gov.wales/cross-compliance-verifiable-standards-2023
https://www.gov.scot/policies/biodiversity/scottish-biodiversity-strategy/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/scottish-soil-framework/
https://www.gov.scot/publications/delivering-vision-scottish-agriculture-proposals-new-agriculture-bill/
https://soils.environment.gov.scot/soils-in-scotland/soil-monitoring/
https://www.ruralpayments.org/media/resources/Preparing-for-Sustainable-Farming---Producer-Guidance---Track-1.pdf
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ssi/2011/209/made
https://www.gov.scot/publications/overview-costs-benefits-associated-regulation-scottish-agriculture/pages/9/
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisi/2002/3153/contents
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/publications/sustainable-agricultural-land-management-strategy-report-and-executive-summary
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/brexit-future-agricultural-policy-agriculture-bill-questions-answers
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/news/minister-poots-extends-deadline-soil-nutrient-health-scheme
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/news/new-agricultural-policy-be-biggest-shake-40-years
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/nisr/2017/81/contents/made
https://www.daera-ni.gov.uk/sites/default/files/publications/daera/2021%20Cross-Compliance%20Verifiable%20Standards%20Full%20Version%20-%20revised%2022%2002%2021.PDF

